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You can find womonspace at: 

Audrey’ Books, B&D Emporium, Bagel Tree Cafe, Cafe 
Mosaics, Downtown Library, Earth’s General Store, 
GLCCE, Greenwoods Books, Hub Cigar, Princess Theatre, 
The Raost, Secrets Bar & Grill, Strathcona Library, 
Second Cup (10303 Jasper Ave and 10402 82 Ave), 
Thmothie Hill, Urban Grind, Womonspace dances 


womonspace is a publication of the 
Womonspace Social and Recreational 
Society of Edmonton, a non-profit 
volunteer organization. Our purpose 
is to inform and entertain our 
members and other interested lesbians. 


The opinions expressed in 


- womonspace do not necessarily reflect 


the opinions of the Womonspace 
Board. The events, organizations and 

establishments publicized are not 
necessarily supported by womonspace. 


Material submitted becomes the 
property of womonspace. We reserve 
the right to edit for length and 
content, and to refuse publication. 
Submissions will be published on 
Womonspace’s website, unless 
otherwise agreed. 
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March - Dyke Sports and Fitness 
April - Artistic Expressions 


We welcome submissions up to 500 
words of interest to local lesbians. 
Letters to the editor, short fiction, 

articles, book or movie reviews, 

poetry, artwork or photographs 

(minimum 200 dpi files) are all 
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editorial 


} 


ven while I was studying to be 

an orchestral musician, I already 

had a fascination with uniforms. 
At the time, I was most familiar with 
the RCMP uniform, which I would 
see after being escorted off the high- 
way for little expensive chats. But 
women in uniform especially enchanted 
me—they seemed confident, authoritative, 
and strong. If you had told me I would 
one day be a member of the Canadian 
Forces, | would have backed away, slowly 
at first, not making eye contact, and you 
would have seen me run for the hills! 
Although I had always thought the uni- 
forms were cool, the military was a scary, 
mysterious thing to this small town girl. 
Imagine my surprise in discovering my 
school friends had signed me up for a 
military band audition in 1989. Kicking and 
screaming doesn’t even begin to describe it. 
It was for a summer job playing clarinet 
with the largest professional marching 
band in Canada, The Band of The 
Ceremonial Guard. Duties included a daily 
parade through downtown Ottawa, with 
the changing of the guard ceremony every 
morning on Parliament Hill. When I 
learned about the uniform we’d wear, I 
was hooked! We wore the same red serge, 
big black bearskin hats (though, mine 
made me look like Pat Benetar), and black 
mirror-like polished leather boots you see 
on the guards at Buckingham Palace. There 
was group running every day at 0530, 
and morning inspection. (Until 1989, I 
hadn’t realized that group running was 
my least favourite thing to do on the 
planet! Previously, it was ironing.) In the 
fall, we returned to our normal music 
student lives of singing and dancing on 
cafeteria tables, as seen on the hit TV show 
Fame. | thought my iron-using days were 
over, but upon graduation, there happened 
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Sgt Mochnacz, in Concert Dress. No, it is not 
a dress. No I am not strangling my clarinet. 


to be a clarinet position open in one of 
Canada’s six full-time military bands, with 
my name on it. While the appeal of the uni- 
forms was strong, the big catch was three 
months of Boot Camp in Cornwallis, 
Nova Scotia. The whole group running 
thing came back, and for those of you not 
familiar with NS, it is an area easily 
described as hilly. We’d run uphill to a 
class, and somehow the return trip was 
also uphill! We learned how to iron and 
fold our inspectable underwear into 2"x 
2" squares, how to know what time 1830 
is, along with all the other great stuff you 
see in movies, like 200 push-ups. From 
your knuckles. In the rain. At night. I'd 
tell you more, but then I'd have to kill you. 
As a member of the CF Band Branch, I have 
performed for Royalty, Prime Ministers, 
countless foreign dignitaries, and of course, 
taxpayers and the CF. I’ve been everywhere 
in Canada at least twice, and have especially 
fond memories of tours to Germany, 
Bermuda, and Alaska. As a member of 
Edmonton’s RCA Band, I wear three other 
uniforms—Combats, The Ceremonial 
Uniform, and Distinct Environmental 
Uniforms. If I could go back ten years and 
do it all over again, would I go running 
for the hills? Nope—and not because I 
suck at running. I feel blessed to love my 
job, and as a person in uniform, which is 
often considered the man’s world, I can’t 
help smiling when I get the knowing nod 
from another uniformed woman. ¥ 


THE FACTS OF DYKES 


(gay.com) 
Mindy Cohn, best known for her role as 
chubby schoolgirl Natalie in the 1980s 
cult sitcom The Facts of Life, is going lesbo 
for her next role. Cohn, who starred in the 
Facts of Life TV reunion movie last year, is 
playing a lesbian bassist in the indie film 
Swing. In the meantime, if you’re a diehard 
Cohn fan who can’t wait for Swing, tune 
in to the Cartoon Network for What's New, 
Scooby Doo? Cohn voices the arguably 
lesbian Velma. 


1 SPY WITH MY LITTLE EYE... 
SOMETHING THAT IS DYKEY... 


(gay.com) 

The lineup for the 2003 Sundance Film Festival has been 
announced and there are a number of queer-interest flicks 
worth checking out. Laurel Canyon, the most recent 
offering from lesbian writer-director Lisa Cholodenko 
(High Art) is about a straitlaced son (Christian Bale) 
and his pot-smoking, record-producer mom (Frances 
McDormand), who has questionable influence on her 
son’s fiancé. Also of interest is the short D.E.B.S., 
written and directed by Angela Robinson, who won a 
2002 film grant from POWER UP, an organization of 
Hollywood power dykes. The flick stars lovely lesbian 
Lisa Cholodenko Tammy Lynn Michaels as one of a trio of spy chicks. 


MEATHEAD’S DYKE 


(gay.com) 


The Lifetime Network continues to find ways to please its sub- 
stantial queer following. Veteran actresses and gay faves Debbie 
Allen and Sally Struthers are the most recent additions to the 
Sunday night police drama The Division. The two will appear in the January 19th 
episode as a long-term lesbian couple whose relationship is about to go splitsville. 
Booked for one episode, Allen and Struthers play the adoptive mothers of series 
regular Taraji P. Henson—which means it’s possible both could be back for more. 
“Isn’t it a sign of the times that the public knows me best as the Meathead’s wife, 
and now I’m going to be Debbie Allen’s wife?” Struthers quipped. 
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what's up in january! 


thursday, january 2, 7:30 pm 
GLCCE’s Grrls Games. Celebrate the new 
year with a fun-filled eve of games, girls, 
holiday leftovers, and NO family! (Unless 
you wanna bring your super cool newly 
out little cousin.) Come de-stress from the 
holiday bliss with your fav dyke friends 
and Hostess De-stressus, Stephanie! 


tuesday, january 7, 7:30 pm 
Womonspacé Board Meeting, GLCCE. 


tuesday, january 14 


5:30 pm-8:00 pm 
ERBA Mixer, The Keg, 8020-105 $ 


thursday, } January 16, 7 pm 
Pride Gener! Meeting at Sublime 
10147-104 St. Everyone welcome! 
Volunteers needed for the parade, 
street fair, and dance. Contact 
pridevolunteers@gayedmonton.com 


letters to editor 


that we know about! 
friday, january 31 


The New Edmonton’s Women’s group is 
going to the Ancient Rome Exhibit at the 
Provincial Museum. For more info, call 
Tracey at 619-9723. 


COMING SOON: 
monday, february 10, 7:30 pm, 
Winspear Centre 


Unique Lives & Experiences presents 
An Evening with Jann Arden. For tickets 
call 428-1414. 


saturday, february 15-17 
Women’s Winter Wonderland at 
Pine Trails Getaway! Wine, women, song 
and snow! Come out for a weekend of 
frolic and fun! Cabins available, 
activities planned. For more info or to 
register (deadline Feb Ist) contact 
Geri at (780) 586-0002. 


Dear Womonspace, 

First, keep up the good work Shawna and 
Marcey! Womonspace looks great! Now, 
I just finished reading the womonspace 
interview with Jackie Dumas. I, myself, 
would frequent the bookstore to check up 
on the recent magazines and lesbian books 
The bookstore had a nice, clean, friendly 
and familiar atmosphere. I was saddened 
to discover the bookstore’s closure. I do 
resent, however, the onus Ms. Dumas has 
placed on the gay community. I will always 
support the gay-friendly businesses first. 
Ms. Dumas states that it was because 
Orlando was publicly identified as a 
lesbian establishment that put her some- 
what behind the eight ball. But is the glass 
half empty or half full? Did the gay 
population first frequent her bookstore 
because it was a gay business? Probably. 
People say the number one dance club in 
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Edmonton is The Roost. Why? Could it 
be because the club is unfortunately one 
of only a few paltry gay meeting places in 
Edmonton? Probably. The club is dark, 
dingy, depressing and most of the time 
smells like piss, yet it is ahways crowded. I 
think the gay community deserves better— 
we should demand better. Give me a 
reason to support your business. Whether 
it is gay-friendly is not a good enough 
reason. Do not take my homosexuality 
for granted. Do not assume just because 
you have a pride flag hanging in your 
window that I owe you my patronage. The 
entire gay community needs to give their 
head a shake. —Sincerely, Dolly 
Hi Womonspace, 

Thanks for putting out all the effort and 
keeping up the news and info links in the 


community! —Peace, MJ 


entertainment 


Restaurant Review 


Zee Angry Chicky 

kay, this is not a story about 

another crazy lesbian breakup. 

It’s a food review, so if you were 
looking to voyeur into someone’s sad 
story, sorry. It’s about a little restaurant 
at 10345 Jasper Avenue called The Angry 
Chicken. They are open ’til 4 AM Friday 
to Saturday, so if you have bad munchies 
after the bar closes, it’s only a four block 
crawl from Secrets and even closer from 
the Roost. Now, if you were a chicken, 
what is the one thing that’d piss you off 
the most? Of course it would be if some- 
one stole your wings. You’d be rather 
hot. (Get it...hot wings...never mind!) 
Anyway, that’s what this little place is 
about, with their motto being, “Mad 
about Wings”. I first found out about 
this place when one of my neighbours 
was at my door canvassing for charity. 
She said that she and her husband had 
just started this place that sold wings 
on Jasper... was very intrigued. Then 
our esteemed editor happened to ask me 
to review it, and I was off! Unfortunately, 
that’s where all the good stuff ends. ’m 
a foodie at heart and there isn’t a heck 


by kelly gray 


of a lot that disappoints me, but alas...] 
went with a 40 pack of wings, which 
allowed me to choose up to four flavours, 
so I went with Hot Head, Sesame Soy, 
Tandoori, and Satay. I called ahead and 
placed my order. I arrived at The Angry 
Chicken about thirty minutes later to 
pick up my order, which still wasn’t 
ready, and waited another 15 minutes. 
My partner and I sat down for our feast 
of wings, eagerly anticipating this great 
mother of all wings and went... 
“Blecchie!” These wings had very little 
flavour to them, and were quite greasy. 
They had been deep fried and then a 
bottled sauce was poured over top, not 
penetrating the wing very much at all. 
I still mowed through over a dozen or 
so, but they were quite a let down. My 
partner tried one of each and called it a 
day. Maybe someday I’ll try them again. 
They are worth a try if you’re not 
expecting much, but not worth it if it’s 
your anniversary dinner. It could have 
been a bad day for the employee—who 
knows. But after the long wait, lack of 
taste, and high cost per wing (about S0¢), 
this reviewer gives The Angry Chicken 
two wings out of five. Happy Clucking.¥ 


next month’s topic 


passion 


what’s yours? 


What are you passionate about? Or who?? It doesn’t 
HAVE to be about how you and your lover soaked 
through the sheets at the place you are house sitting! 
But that would be nice...digital photos always 
welcome...Are you passionate about your job? Your 
dog? Electric trains?? This is probably the only place 
that will print your fetish! Is passion overrated? 
Doés passion last forever?? Tune in next month... 
500 words or less before Jan 15th...give up on those 
resolutions already and focus on writing for womonspace... 
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Douglas Design 


rw 


Select Framing Inc. 


“When all you want to spend...is 
more time at home” 


8606 - 118 Avenue 
Edmonton 
780.413.8250 


volunteer corner 


Geri Boyko 


The Womonspace Dance Coordinator 
eri has been volunteering for WS 
dances for about five years now. 
She figured she’d see more of her 

girlfriend, who was the WS prez at the 
time! Geri presently works with Green 
Drop, but would like to start her own 
lawn maintenance business in the new 
year. In her spare time, she enjoys sports, 
likes to draw, and wants to learn to play 
the guitar this winter—and just have fun. 
Overall, Geri enjoys being a part of the 
loop/community. “When I first came out, 
I came to these dances and enjoyed them 
so much, that I wanted to help out and 
make sure they continued.” ¥ 
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oo ne on call 


Caring MAINTENANCE, 


RENOVATION, REPAIRS 


Plumbing, Electrical, Tile, Painting, 
Drywall, Framing, Doors, Decks, 
Interior Renovations, 
and much more! 


NO JOB TOO SMALL 


Quality workmanship available at your 
convenience, at Reasonable Rates! 
Seniors Discount 


(780) 477-7874 


housedr@telusplanet.net 
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dec22 > jani9 
Don’t believe everything that children tell you. Most of the time they are 
lying because they are scared shitless of you. you really should shave more 
often, or at least try to reassure them that Pippy Longstocking is not, in fact, 
suffocating in your left armpit. 


' ysnatch 
aquarius New romantic ties could develop, if you are receptive. Don’t be 
frightened off by the sharp-edged obyects or the slick harnesses. She is not evil, 
she is enlightened A little relinquishing could go a long way. Especially for a 
control freak like you. Dis C@§ This will be a difficult month for you, as you 
inevitably forget to self -medicate after the lighthearted gatherings of the holidays. 
you’ re bound to find yourself in some very embarrassing situations. Just stay home. 
ay i ‘Les 43 Others will judge you on your ability to be mature and handle yourself 
well. At social gatherings, try not to pick your nose so much. But if you have to, try 
to be more discreet, and please stop sticking it to the underside of the table. It’s 
interfering with my stash of free gum. taur US Expect to have problems with family 
members. Do the best you can to relate to them, even though they have belittled and 
chastised you your entire natural life. Keep in mind that blood is thicker than water, 
and when you realize that doesn’t mean shit, just give up. eeMmini you'll leave 
a lasting impression at work by inadvertently pissing off someone important. The 
overwhelming guilt will destroy you, so just quit now and save your boss the trouble 
of firing you. It’ll be better for everyone. CAY]C@L ma crowded restaurant, having 
a romantic dinner with your dream grrl, you'll start to feel horribly cramped up. 
Excuse yourself from the table and run to the washroom. Before you know it, you'll be 
pinching off a huge loaf while the kitchen staff listens in on your agony, suffocating 
from the fumes. Leave through the back door, and never look back. leo Someone 
with a powerful mystique could easily mesmerize you. Keep things in perspective 
before you do something stupid. your girlfriend knows everything you do, at all 
times, whether you believe it or not. Trust me. V Lie 0 Self -improvement projects 
will be successful and enhance your appeal. It’s finally time to take the plunge and 
get that mullet you’ve always wanted! Be a trendsetter! you and only you hold the 
key to the new millennium’s bravest ‘do. you go girl! sk ark @ you can accomplish 
a lot, but don’t rely on others. The old adage “If you want to get something done 
right, do it yourself,” could save you a lot of problems. But then again, who really 
gives a shit if it gets done right? If something goes wrong, blame it on the pee-ons. 
tdo. SCOP D : Q you need to help others if you want to feel good about yourself. 
your ability to help by being a silent contributor will earn you great satisfaction 
and praise. Redeem your sins by sending all the money you can beg, borrow, and steal 
to Snatch, c/o womonspace. sagt Lvar Lus You need to take a long, hard look 
at yourself and make some changes in order to feel good about yourself. Support 
groups and individual therapy are a good start, but you really should consider a 
complete change of identity. Word is getting around that you're a whore. 


womonspace jantary 2003 


vibes, silicone dills, lubes, latex 


Celebration & 
Empowerment of 
Women's Sexuality 


Mail order catalogue $5 
Secure online shopping 
Store open 7 days a week 
Express shipping 


896 Commercial Drive, Vancouver BC 
T: 604.254.2543 

Toll Free: 1.888. WYM.WARE 
wwW.Womynsware.com 


Vat eye. 
ia Ns 


JULIE C.. LLOYD 
Barrister © Solicitor 


950 Canada Western Bank Place 


10503 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta ToJ 3N6 
(780) 442-4417 
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LGONQUIN TRAVEL 


Eaton Centre 
429-2233 


TOLL FREE: 1-888-255-0515 


OFFERING THE ALTERNATIVES 
YOU WANT 


FOR THE HOLIDAY 
YOU DESERVE! 


email us at 
corinne@algonquintravel.com 


women in uniform 


The Musings of a Mad Letter 
Carrier or | Was Looking For a 
Job When | Found This One 


by Louise M.C. Gagne 
at’s a hot summer’s day and I can feel 
the heat of the pavement through my 
W’ black shoes as I deliver the mail in 
this upscale neighbourhood. [ve rolled 
up my short sleeved shirt to expose my 
muscular biceps and feel a trickle of 
sweat down my spine. My last call, and I 
have a registered letter. The door entrance 
is in the shade as I ring the doorbell and 
wait, sheet and pen in hand. Finally I hear 
someone coming, put on my devastating 
smile, and the door tentatively opens. 
“Good afternoon, I have a registered 
letter for S. M. #$%%*&*.” As I look 
up from my paper, I’m looking at the 
bluest eyes P’ve ever seen. The temperature 
rises as I notice that the petite blonde in 
front of me is wearing a bikini with 
a towel rolled around her neck. “Oh, 
Hi! Yes, that’s me.” She leans in closer 
to sign the paper and my cheeks start 
burning. “I was just out by the pool. 
Those black shoes and black shorts 
must be awfully hot in this heat. Would 
you like to come in for a cold drink?” 
Her voice is so soft, I can barely hear it. 
“This is my last call, so that would be 
really nice, thanks.” She takes my arm 
and directs me...Sereechs.. 
Okay, none of the above paragraph 
was true, but I bet a lot of people think 
being a letter carrier could open up 
these possibilities. The reality, is that 
the registered letter is for a large man in 
a tee shirt that barely reaches across his 
beer belly, and I have to hold my breath 
as he signs. I have been a letter carrier, 
wearing this uniform or a different varia- 
tion of it, for over 25 years. In attempts 
to keep the women carriers more femi- 
nine, we were made to wear a hat with 


a bow on it, short little bow ties, and 
shirts that you couldn’t tuck in to your 


pants. The most recent atrocity has been 
to assign the women’s pants with no back 
pockets. Where do I carry my wallet? 
These are serious issues I have to bare. 
I have to admit, people acknowledge me 
on the streets—something that doesn’t 
happen when I’m out of uniform (but 
wearing other clothes). Dogs are 
always a factor, but my dogs and I have 
an understanding: “You don’t bite me 
and I won’t bite you.” I’ve only been 
bitten once, so I guess they listen. 


womonspace 
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Of course being Canadian, I could go 
on about the weather forever, but there 
is a misconception that letter carriers 
can predict the weather. “Good morning. 
Do you think it’s going to snow/ rain/ 
tornado today?” I probably help perpet- 
uate the myth by checking the weather 
before I leave in the morning. I am fre- 
quently asked for my opinion on world 
issues. “Do you think Prince Charles 
should abdicate and let his son be the 
next king?” All I can say to that is, what 
happened to Princess Anne—she is the 
second born. Oops, too feminist. Well, 
excuse me, but I have to continue my 
rounds and musings. What will I be 
when I grow up? A pilot! Let me see...1 
had left the controls of the 737 in my 
co-pilot’s capable hands, when I opened 
the cabin door and practically knocked 
out the young woman standing...¥ 


Jackie Yurko B.Sc. N.D. 


Doctor of Naturopathic Medicine 


6523 - 111 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T6H 4R5 


Phone: (780) 430-4553 
Fax: (780) 430-0851 
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Uniformity 
by Joan White Calf 


hen you see a woman in uni- 
form, do you wonder if she’s 
good at her job? Or do you 
wonder if she’s packing? Does she con- 
form to the uniform or is she a closeted 


anarchist? Would she protest if you. 


took part in one? If you trimmed your 
bush in public, would she get it that 
it was an organized effort to “cut 
Bush—a.k.a stop the American 
foreign policy?” Is there more than 
her uniform that goes into the closet 
at the end of her workday? Would 
she mind if you dressed up in her 
uniform and made love to her? Does 
she wish all schools had mandatory 
uniforms so that kids wouldn’t feel 


bad for not being fashionable? Would — 


she wear other uniforms if she had 
the choice or does she only honour 
one? Does she understand how won- 
derful it would be to be totally covered 
in a uniform of flowing silk from head 
to toe, with only your eyes showing? 
Does she feel better when she’s with 
the rest of her uniformed peers or does 
she suffer from tribal anxiety and 
prefer to be the only one? Does she 
love everyone or only others wearing 
uniforms? Who is she, really?v 
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Secure to Be Security 


by Cindy Bruneau 

y most feared question is “What 
do you do for a living?” It’s 
not so much the question, but 
the look of surprise and disappointment 
on people’s faces when I say, “I’m a 
special constable working for security 


services in a hospital setting.” Blame it 
on TV, or donuts, but for some reason, 
when the word “security” is mentioned, 
most people’s minds go directly to the 
overweight, jelly-donut-eating, monitor- 
watching, lazy human in a low standard 
uniform. Oh yeah, and my personal 
favourites, “Cop-wanna-be” and “Six 
dollar and hour rent-a-cop” do wonders 
for the self-esteem. Do people put down 
nurses because they are not doctors? 
Each career, whether it is a security 
officer or a registered nurse, has its own 
specialties and focus on the services 
they provide. I get up every morning and 
provide a service that combines caring, 
compassion, support, and integrity, with 
a law enforcement base in a hospital 
environment. I have a post secondary 
education and am required to pass 
yearly physical and intellectual testing. 
I make an honest living and my gf loves 
it when I come home in my uniform! 
One minute I could be congratulating a 
father on the arrival of his new son 
(while helping him choose a proper car 
seat) and the next minute I could be 
providing support to a patient suffering 
from a mental illness. I am trained in 
specific areas that make me a profes- 
sional in my field. Yes, you read right— 
a professional security person. Seems 
unheard of, but it’s true. We are 
everywhere—in hospitals, malls, hotels 
and stadiums, to name a few. The 
stigma of being a “security guard” is 
put in my face each and every day. 


There are times when I let the childish 
comments roll off my back, but then 
there are days when I embrace the 
opportunity to educate people on the 
importance of security personnel. All in 
all, it builds character. So the next time 
you see a security person, don’t judge 
them for what they appear to be doing 
or not doing. Don’t judge them because 
their uniform makes them stand out. 
Don’t judge them because you think 
they have chosen a job that anybody 
can do. Please try not to judge them for 
any reason—because you don’t know 
them, and you don’t know the specifics 
of their job. They are people who want 
what you want—to pay their bills, 
make it home safely everyday, and keep 
their head up high.w 


al 


Cindy Bruneau, Special Constable for six years. 
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B&D 
Liz Massiah EMPORIUM 


M.S.W., R.S.W. 


CUSTOM CLOTHING 
Clinical Social Worker FOR MEN AND WOMEN 


Healing work with lesbians leather, latex, pvc, 

by a lesbian. gothic, punk, fetish 

toys, books, mags, 

shoes, wigs, boots, 
pride supplies. 


Sliding scale. 


#203, 10129 - 124 Street, 


Edmonton, Alberta 9652 JASPER AVE. 
Phone (780) 415-5434 EDMONTON 
(780) 428-LTHR 
Through uncertainty to new possibilities. a6 Rt 
CALGARY 
(403) 265-7789 


Intimate 
Attitudes 


Meghan Cox 
Independent Consultant 


We can help: , 
P Evenings of Adventure 
Edmonton Physical Direct Sales 


Therapy Clinic Ltd. 


10848 Jasper Avenue (780) 454 8120 
Tel: 428-688 | (780) 619 1 755 
No doctor’s referral required. 


WCB and CRP funded. meghan-cox@intimateattitudes.com 


www.intimateattitudes.com 
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| Was A Maytag Repairwomon 


by Tina Taylor 


es, it’s true. I spent a brief period 
of my appliance repair career as 
a lonely repairwomon. And | 
really did meet OI’ Lonely, as you can 
see from the picture. It was taken after I 
gave up the uniform. I wasn’t really 
lonely—their appliances do actually 
break down, but that is not exactly what 
my story is about. My story happened 
before I had the Maytag uniform, when 
I was an apprentice—but it’s much more 
fun and interesting than anything that 
happened to me when I wore the 
uniform. (It is all true—I swear!) 

I owned my own repair shop on 
124th Street. We took in old appliances 
and fixed them up to sell again. We also 
did outside repairs. A womon, whom I 
pegged as a lesbian right away, kept 


coming into my shop, asking for advice 
about her old fridge. What could be 
wrong? Was it worth repairing? What 
would it cost? And so on. She came in 
a few times, always with the same 
queries. I began to suspect she was hot 
for me. (What’s not to like?!) I also 
thought she might be a baby dyke. The 
gay thing never came up. She finally 
booked a morning service call for the 
next day. I spoke to her that morning to 
give her an ETA, and she seemed 
pleased . Anyway, off I went—knocked 
on her door, and after a seemingly long 


The Beer Ticket Lady 


submitted By Trish Palichuk 


mmm...women in uniforms! 
Here’s a little diddy that 
was written on my jacket at 
Folkfest by Joelle MacReynolds in honour 
of our fave women in uniform—the beer 
ticket lady! Sung to the tune of 
Chickenman By Indigo Girls: 


\ 


time, she answered. She came to the 
door in a housecoat that could hardly 
be called that. I could see right through 
it—she had nothing but her birthday suit 
on underneath! A towel on her head, 
she said, “I just got out of the shower— 
come on in—I’ll be right with you.” I 
could hardly speak, but went in and 
started to work on the fridge. In she 
came to the kitchen, not three minutes 
later-dressed now, her hair quite dry, 
and blushing. I thought she’d had a 
shower!? I was a fairly new dyke 
myself, and a little taken aback. When 
I finished up with the fridge, she asked 
me to stay for coffee. I did, although I 
must admit I was a little nervous. Then 
she apologized for showing up at the 
door that way, and asked me out. I was 
in the same relationship ['m in now, so 
I had to decline, but I can’t say I didn’t 
like the experience! I’ve never seen her 
around at gay events or anything since 
then—maybe she is still coming out. But 
in case you’re reading this, I would just 
like to say, “Hi!” v 


Ticket lady, ticket lady, ticket lady 


sell some beer 


i went looking for a jug 


found myself beneath the tub 

i went looking for a pint 

found a man and his pipe 

ticket lady ticket lady ticket lady 


sell some beer 
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My Life As A Gay Female 
Mountie In Rural 
Alberta—Yeehaw! 


by Rachel Rohatyn 
ats been seven years since I grad- 
uated from the RCMP Training 

Academy in Regina, Saskatchewan, 
gay female 
Mountie was launched. My first posting 
was to a small town in rural Alberta, 
and all I can remember saying was 
“Where the heck is that?”. Being a city 
kind of gal, I was a little choked to 
hear I was being posted to a commu- 
nity of 1000 people, right in the 
middle of “red-necked, two-stepping, 
truck driving” rural Alberta. Ooooh, 
how was I going to survive that?! So, 
there I was, my first day at work—it 
was just a tad overwhelming. I was the 
only female member in an office of six 
males. Fighting the battle of being 
female and being gay began...or 
should I say, continued... 

During my training days, being 
female wasn’t all too bad, thanks to all 
the other women who had blazed the 
trail of female law enforcement officers 
in the RCMP since 1974. My original 
troop consisted of 23 members, 13 
males and 10 females—a pretty good 
ratio, but being gay on the other hand... 
well...not good! I wasn’t an “out” gay 
member when I entered the force or 
during training—this decision probably 
ended up saving my career as I know it 
today. At one point during training, I 
remember being approached by our 
troop leader—an ex-military (infantry) 
guy. His comments to me were “I’ve 
heard rumours you might be gay, and if 
you are, I don’t want you in our 
troop.” OUCH! So I did the quick cover 
up. Yep, I told him I was straight and 
in a committed relationship that valued 


where my career aS a 
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Constable Rachel A. Rohatyn 


privacy. You see, our troop was 
infamous for all its heterosexual flings. 
Everybody was having affairs with every- 
body, and ’cause I wasn’t engaging in 
all these romps, I must be gay. 
Anyway, I got through training and 
had a blast at my graduation. My 
partner, two of my closest gay friends, 
along with all of my family attended— 
what a party! But the battle continued 
back at my first posting. Another 
decision to make—do I come out now? 
After much debate, I decided not to 
come out. Not only would being gay be 
a huge issue, but being a lone female 
Mountie would be challenging enough. 
And my journey began. For the better 
part of a year I worked day and night, 
trying to prove myself—trying to prove 
that women can make great cops, and 
trying to be accepted for my work ethic 
and nothing else. But all of a sudden, 
without warning, I was called into the 
boss’ office for a closed door meeting. 
Yep, a co-worker had outed me. You 
see, this co-worker had found out from 
a gay former co-worker at another 
detachment that I was gay. In a drunken 


article continues on page 15... 


ourtesy Rachel A. R« 
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Women in Uniform 
by Julie C. Lloyd 


, ell, I suppose my robes are a 


}uniform, now that you ask. 
They are more than that to 
me, though. I remember the first time I 
put them on. I was in the bathroom on 
the third floor of the courthouse. It 
was just before my bar admission 
ceremony—seems like a million years 
ago. “Please don’t let anybody come in 
here,” I fretted, “I can’t figure out 
where this stupid strap thing goes.” I 
am still not sure about the stupid strap 
thing—I tuck it into the back of my 
belt. Task completed, I looked at 
myself in the mirror. “Oh, my god,” I 
thought, “I’m a lawyer.” 

I don’t get a chance to wear my robes 
very often. Wearing them outside of the 
courthouse is a disciplinary offence, and 
so I can’t wear them to a party—even a 
fancy party. What’s more, is that they 
are worn in court only occasionally. 
You don’t wear them in provincial 
court at all. You wear them at trial in 
the Court of Queen’s Bench or when- 
ever an application before that Court 
entails the examination of witnesses 
under oath. You are also required to 
wear them in the Court of Appeal. 
Much of what I do as a lawyer, though, 
just calls for regular clothes. Most often 
in court we are dealing with interlocu- 
tory matters, meaning things that have 
to be worked out prior to a trial. These 
applications take place in Chambers 
and a suit is all you need. Most matters 
settle in advance of trial. So, my robes 
spend a lot of time in their little plastic 
protector thing at the office. My robes 
have great karma though, as they have 
been with me during the most signifi- 
cant times of my professional life. They 
were with me in the Supreme Court of 


Canada when Delwin Vriends case was 


heard (I wasn’t his lawyer, that was 
Sheila Greckol, I just had a tiny part— 
but I got to be there). They’ve been to 
the Court of Appeal—my favourite place 
to be. They’ve seen me win and they’ve 
seen me get the crap kicked out of me. 
They were with me (and probably 
soaked up a few tears) during some of the 
first same sex adoptions in Edmonton. 

My robes have also had some fun. 
Don’t tell anybody, but they got out to 
play with a local city councillor on the 
Old Strathcona Silly Parade judging 
platform, and they have shown up ina 
local movie. All work and no play isn’t 
good, I figure, for robes any more than 
it is for people. Yeah, I guess they are a 
uniform. When I put them on, though, 
I feel their comforting hum resonating 
with the past and tingling toward 
what’s to come.¥ 
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state at one of our Xmas functions, he 
disclosed to all. Hence my closed door 
meeting with my boss. But you know 
what? It was the best thing that could 
ever have happened to me. And my 
days of being a gay female Mountie 
began. My boss was GREAT! He 
acknowledged that I was gay and in a 
committed relationship, but above all 
else, he told me he respected my work 
ethic and that I made a great cop. Wow! 
The rest of the office followed suit—all 
the guys I work with are awesome! 
There’s no issues when it comes to me 
being gay—it’s a wonderfully positive 
environment! As far as my community 
I’m mandated to serve and protect... 


Gay Female Mountie (continued from page 13.) 


let’s just say this city gal got a whole 
new appreciation for life in rural 
Alberta. I’ve certainly had my trials and 
tribulations, but overall, they’re great 
folk with a true appreciation for the 
meaningful things in life—nature, 
family, a sense of community and some 
great home-style cooking. And when I 
finally let go of my own ignorance and 
projected stereotypes, I was able to 
truly see this. So, yep—I’m proud to say 
I’m a gay female Mountie, driving my 
Chevy truck, two-stepping to country 
tunes and learning a thing or two 
about farming. It’s a great life...it’s 


refreshing! YEEHAW!v 


Interview with Kim Ferris, 
Edmonton Police Service 


by Shawna L. Mochnacz 


im joined the EPS in 1989 and retired in 1993. 
, For the past 4 1/2 years, she has worked as an 
Inspector with the Alberta Gaming and Liquor 
Commission. On Dec 31st, Kim resigned and has 
relocated to Victoria, where she plans to attend Law 


School at the University of Victoria. 


WS: Were you out as a city police officer? 


Kf: I was not out when I originally joined the Edmonton 

Police Service, but I have been very open with my 

lifestyle throughout my law enforcement career. I have never felt (ike I was treated © 
any differently because of my orientation. I have only found to be treated 


differently because of my gender. 


WS: What did you like the most about being a woman in uniform? 
Kf: I liked that I never had to make a choice of what to wear in the morning. 


WS: The least...? 
Kf: I got tired of grey and dark blue. 


Ws: How have things changed for women in the EPS? 
kf: The number of women joining enforcement agencies is increasing t to a point 
where it is common to see, and I believe that helps.v 
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Profile of a Paramedic: 
Jennifer Wheaton 


by Suzanne Dawson 


ou hear the shrill siren seconds 
before the red flashing lights fill 
’ your rear-view mirror. An ambu- 


lance is approaching from behind and, 
like a good citizen, you pull to the right 
and stop to let it pass. You can’t stop 
yourself from watching it fly by, a blur 
of excitement and danger. And if you 
look a little closer, you just might see at 
the wheel Jennifer Wheaton, your 
friendly neighbourhood paramedic, on 
her way to saving someone’s life. 

Jennifer took the Emergency Medical 
Technician program in Saskatoon when 
she was a mere 19 years old, and worked 
as an E.M.T. in Regina fora year before 
enrolling in the Paramedic program at 
S.A.LT. in Calgary in 1991. She was one 
of only two women in her class. After 
graduation, she accepted a position with 
the City of Edmonton Emergency 
Response Department, and has been 
saving lives for the past ten years. 

Jennifer is fortunate that she’s been 
able to be “out” on the job for most of 
her career. When she first started with 
the City, she was placed on a shift with 
two women who were a lesbian couple. 
“IT got up enough courage to come out 
to one of them. I was sort of adopted 
by them asa baby dyke.” Being a lesbian 
has actually been helpful for Jenn when 
working with men in what is still a 
male-dominated profession, and many 
of her close friends are men she has 
worked with over the years. Jennifer 
knew she was accepted as “one of the 
guys” when she was the only female, 
aside from the strippers, to be invited to 
her work partner’s stag party. 

Two years ago, Jenn accepted an 
office position as a Patient Services 


Consultant with the Emergency Response 
Department. Although she still works two 
shifts a month on the ambulance to keep 
up her skills, she wanted a position with 
more longevity—it’s a tough job hauling 
stretchers up four-story walk-ups when 
you’re twenty, let along thinking about 
doing it when you’re fifty! To help her 
in her new position, Jennifer recently 
started working on a degree, with 
courses focusing on quality assurance 
and conflict management. 

What Jenn doesn’t miss about being 
“on the road” in the ambulance on a 
daily basis are “the mess, the risk, and 
the night shifts.” Due to the unpre- 
dictable circumstances in which she 
must perform her job, over the years 
she’s been poked by two dirty needles 
and spit at in the face by a known pros- 
titute. Shift work also became tiring 
(paramedics work two 10 hour days, 
then two 14 hour nights, followed by 
four days off), and Jennifer’s “grumpy 
day” after her last night shift was 
dreaded by her friends and family. “I 
learned early on after buying a $200 
pair of boots that didn’t fit, that I should 
never make any significant decisions on 
my first day off.” 

There are many things Jenn misses 
about working on the road as a 
paramedic. “It is rare that people get the 


article continues on page 18... 
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women in uniform 
Wooing Gi-Jane 


by J.P. 


hat can I say about Women in 
} Uniform? Well, I’ve kissed 

them, I’ve hugged them, I’ve 
lusted after them, I’ve dated them, I’ve 
loved them, I’ve been loved by them, and 
P’ve been crushed by them. Oh yeah, and 
I’ve fought along side them. (Corporal, 
C.D., Retired. Arte et Marte!) The 
military lesbian community was a very 
different place way back when I joined. 
Being gay in the military was not yet 
legal, and there were countless stories 
of women getting booted out once they 
were caught. I do know that they inves- 
tigated me, but everyone, even my many 
straight male supervisors, stuck up for 
me. In the end, when they finally dragged 
me in for questioning, all they could find 
to ask me about was a misspelled address 
on my personal history form. I will never 
forget the day (years later) when I was told 
not to worry anymore, because they could 
no longer investigate us based on sexual 
preference. I will also never forget the 
day I read the message about being able 
to claim common-law status for same- 
sex couples. Damn! There I was, single! 
Imagine, during the hiring blitz of the 
early ’80s (oh damn, gave away my age) 
there were 120 women living in the same 
barracks. Young women, athletic women, 
energetic women—women sometimes 
scampering around in undies and t-shirts, 
and other times stood rigid and polished, 
ready for action. It was so hard to handle! 
Once training is done and you’re posted 
to a base, everything is more interesting. 
To find the lesbians, one had only to 
wait until broomball or softball season 
started. In fact, a couple of times over 
the years, we had an entirely gay team! 
This became especially fun when you 
went to regional or national compe- 
titions of military sports. There, you could 
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meet up with girls from other bases, 
and old friends from other postings or 
courses. For the week of competition, 
you’d live in barracks with all the 
teams, which left the potential for 
many things, naughty and nice! We 
were a secret society in the early days. 
You would grasp to remember names of 
other lesbians you heard from friends— 
because once posted, it would make life 
so much easier if you knew one person 
who “was” at the same base. Some 
names are still only legend in my mind— 
probably best left that way too! Things 
to remember when Wooing GlI-Jane: 
Never step on her highly polished parade 
boots. Try not to laugh at her the day she 
has to wear her dress uniform skirt to 
work. And definitely don’t laugh at her 
when you find her folding those cute little 
army green boxer shorts. And, most 
important, NEVER, EVER surprise her 


by ironing her shirts or pants.¥ 
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Women in Uniform 


by Betty Kellner 


ny of my close friends would shake 

their heads if they knew my life was 

impacted by a woman in uniform. 
So rather than sharing this story with 
those who are near and dear to me, I’m 
going to share with total strangers how 
the movie Serving in Silence (about 
Margarethe Cammermeyer, a decorated 
lesbian Army Colonel in the US National 
Guard) set in motion, albeit in my sub- 
conscious, my coming out. Barbra 
Streisand and Glenn Close produced the 
TV movie Serving in Silence, which also 
starred Close as the Colonel, and Judy 
Davis as her love, Diane. I was drawn 
to this movie years ago because of my 
advocacy instincts. The story evolves 
around Colonel Cammermeyer seeking 
a higher security level to gain a higher 
rank. When asked if she had any abnor- 
mal behaviours, she asked clarification 
of what these might encompass. The 
questioner gave a list of what the Army 
considered abnormal behaviours, 
including being lesbian. She answered 
yes. To say the least, her security clear- 
ance was denied. The story goes on to 
cover her hearing, her coming out to 
her kids, and a variety of other things. 
Okay, if you’re still with me here, I’m 
sure you’re asking yourself, “How does 
this impact on Betty’s life?” There are a 
couple of pivotal scenes in the movie 
that made me stop in my tracks. One 
was when she meets Judy Davis and the 
obvious sparks that occur, Another is 
the dynamics between Judy cooking 
breakfast for Glenn, taking such delight 
in the approval of her cooking. By far 
the most impactful scene was when 
Diane and Margarethe share a quiet 
moment on the back porch and kiss. 
Let me tell you, THAT kiss struck a 
cord within me I didn’t understand at 


the time. Contrary to my normal 
habits, I checked to see if the movie was 
being telecast again on another station. 
Eureka! It was! I set up the ver to tape 
the movie. My son understood his life 
was in jeopardy if he mucked with the 
ver, and after successfully taping the 
movie, he was threatened with vile things 
if he taped a Star Trek episode over it! 
So, what’s the big deal? A screen kiss? 
Two women kissing? I’m an avid movie 
buff, and have seen many screen kisses 
by some highly acclaimed actors. None, 
and I mean none, of those kisses ever 
gave me a second thought until THIS 
kiss. ’'ve watched my taped version of 
Serving in Silence many times since it 
first aired in 1994. Alas, ’ma very slow 
thinker. It wasn’t until 1999 that I finally 
understood why. It was in this movie 
that I first realized that passion between 
women spoke more to me than between 
a man and woman. I found the passion 
portrayed between these women, and 
their willingness to go public with their 
feelings, quite awesome.¥ 


Profile of a Paramedic (continued from page 16.) 


opportunity to affect people’s lives at 
such a deep-seeded level. I miss going 
home at the end of my shift knowing 
that I really made a difference in some- 
one’s life.” She also misses the freedom 
of driving around the city all day, 
drinking Tim Hortons coffee, turning 
on the sirens and driving fast, and 
having vehicles pull out of her way. So, 
what does it take to be a great paramedic? 
Jennifer says the most important skills 
are assertiveness, logical thinking, the 
ability to stay calm in chaos, physical 
fitness, and the ability to interact with 
people. And looking good in a uniform 
doesn’t hurt either.v 
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resource directory 


List your organization or event here. Call 482-1794 of Womonspace@hotmail.com 


arts 

(ircle Dance First Wednesday of the month, 
7:30 PM at Southminster Steinhauer United 
Church, 10740-19 Ave. Call Ann at 435-2288. 
Edmonton Vocal Minority Mixed voice choir. Join as 
a singer or a supporter. Call 479-2038 or 
evm@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 

Qut at the Symphony For gay and lesbian music 
lovers and their friends. Call Paul at the 
ESO 429-1992, ext 240. 

Women's Drumming and Goddess Chanting Circle First 
7:30 p.m. Call 


Wednesday of every month, 


Debra at 436-8415. 


athletics 

(urling League Fridays at Shamrock Curling Club. 
No previous experience required. Call Lance 
at 479-0211 or Ideeka@hotmail.com 


Making Waves Swim (lub Sundays 8 pM and 
Thursdays 8:30 PM at Bonnie Doon Pool. 
Tuesdays 8:30 PM at Scona Pool. Call Jan at 
454-9987 or makingwaves_edm@yahoo.com 


Northern Titans Ten pin bowling league. 
Saturdays 4:45 pM. Call Garry or Dave at 
426-6311 or davegarry711@home.com 


Women’s Slowpitch Season runs May-Sept. $30 
fee includes end of season party. Still open to 
drop-ins. Mixed group. For info call Tina at 
423-9925 or fixitina@hotmail.com 


churches 

Affirm United A support group for members of 
the United Church of Canada. Call Therese 
at 446-6176. 

Brethren Mennonite Council For gay, lesbian and 
bisexual Mennonites and friends. Call Heather 
at 987-4974, or email jonrach@ msn.com 
Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and bisexual 
Roman Catholics and friends. Call Bernard 
at 451-1794 or Joseph at 481-4218, trainlvr@ 
compusmart.ab.ca 

Lambda Christian Community (Church A 
denominational, evangelical Christian church. 
Sundays at 7 PM at Garneau United Place, 
11148-84 Ave. Call 474-0753. 


Lutherans Concerned A spiritual community for 
GLBT and straight people gathering monthly 
for worship, sharing and friendship. 


non- 
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Individual support, resources and a safe 
space for spiritual questions. Call 426-0905, 
lcedmonton@Ilcna.org 

McDougall United Church Welcomes people of all 
sexual orientations. Sundays at 10:30 AM at 
10086 McDonald Dr. Call 428-1818. 


Southminster-Steinhauer United Church Welcomes all 
sexual orientations and is an affirming 
United Church. Sundays at 10 AM at 
10740-19 Ave. Call the church office at 
435-2028 or Debbie at 987-4974. 

Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and services 
of union. Sundays at 9:30 AM and 11:15 AM 
at 12530-110 Ave. Call 454-8073, uce@ 
compusmart.ab.ca 


focus groups 
AGAPE A focus group set up to consider issues in 
relation to sex-and-gender differences and 


schooling. Contact andre.grace@ualberta.ca 
or wellsk@icrossroads.com 

hangouts for lesbians 

The Bagel Tree: 10345 Whyte Ave; Cafe 
Mosaics: 10844 Whyte Ave; The Roost: 
10345-104 St; Secrets Bar & Grill: 10249- 
107 St; Urban Grind: 10124-124 St. 


leisure groups 


Breakfast Clu) Second Sunday of the month. 
Call Dianne at 433-0374 before pM the Fri 
before to ensure your reservation. 


(lassis. Social group for lesbians over 40. 
Second Sunday of the month. Call Dori at 
487-9510. 

Edmonton Women Social group for movies and 
dessert. Contact Tracy at 619-9723 or avery66 
@aol.com for details. 

Liatris Society Gardening club for all. Call William 
at 474-7328 or liatrissociety@hotmail.com 
National Leather Association Social evening on the 
second Friday of each month 8:30 PM at The 
Roost, 10345-104 St. 

Open Door (lub Social club for Grant MacEwan 
Community College students and friends. 
opendoorclub@hotmail.com 

OUTreach For LGBT students, staff, and faculty 
at U of A. Tuesdays 5 pm, Athabasca Hall. 
outreach@ualberta.ca 
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support services 
Alcoholics Anonymous Gay and lesbian meetings. 
Call 424-5900. 


Bisexual Support Group GLCCE, last Wednesday of 
the month, 7:30 pM. Contact 488-3234 or 
488-0564 ext 1. 


Bisexual Women’s Coffee Group Meets the third 


Monday of the month, varioius locations. 


Contact bwcoffeegroup@yahoo.ca 

Edmonton Rainbow Business Association Second Tuesday 
of the month 7:30 pM at Orlando Books. 
Call Bill 422-6207. 


Equal= Alberta For equal treatment of all Albertans. 
Call 488-3234 or wqualalberta@ hotmail.com 


GLQ(E Gay and Lesbian Community Center 
for drop-in, peer counseling and library. 
M-F 1:30 pM—5:30 PM, and 7-10 PM. 
Thursdays 7:30 PM are women’s drop-in. 
Call 488-3234 or glece@compusmart. ab.ca, 
9912-106 St. 

CARE Interfaith Center for AIDS/HIV Resources 
and Education. Call Mickey Wilson at 448- 
1768 or icare@oanet.com 


Naturopathy for Women Free information sessions 


on naturopathy with a focus on women’s 


Classifieds 
Classified ad deadline is ¢ pM on January 1sth. Three lines max. Free to members, $¢ to non-members. Contact womonspace @hotmail.com 
accommodations 


Pine Trails Getaway near Pigeon Lake, AB. 
Open year round with cabins, camping, 
hiking, x-country skiing, skating, fishing. 
Call (780)586-0002. 

Romantic spa tub weekends at the Two Spirit 
Guest Ranch and Retreat near Regina, 
Saskatchewan. Call 1-866-731-2200 (toll free) 
or visit www.twospiritguestranchandretreat.com 
Seashell Housekeeping Units. Down East 
Nova Scotia Hospitality by Marie & Nan. 
June 15-Oct 15. (902) 224-1563 

Quiet country vacation cabins near Jasper, 
AB. Open year round. Call Mary or Carol toll 
free 1-866-817-9700/www.oldentrance.ab.ca 


opportunities 

Womonspace would like feedback on the 
Craft Fair. Did you like it? Should we have 
one next year? Ideas to make it even better? 
Call 482-1794 or womonspace@hotmail.com 


Help wanted: Two Book afficionados for 
GLCCE’s expanding library. Duties include: 


health. First Monday of the month 7 PM 
Park Allen Hall, 11104-65 Ave. Call Jackie 
Yurko at 430-4553. 


PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and 
friends of LGBT. Third Tuesday of the 
month 7:30 pM at GLCCE. Call Lynne at 
462-5958 or pflag@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 
Transgender/Transsexual Support GLLCE, second 
and fourth Tuesdays of the month 7:30 PM. 
Info: 488-3234. 

Women’s Coming Out Group GLCCE, every Monday. 
Call Tamsin 488-0564, ext 1. 

Yours, Mine, Ours 6 US Support group for LGBT 
parents, co-parents and partners. Call Liz at 
415-5434 or Garry at 426-6311. 

Youth Understanding Youth Social and support group 
for LGBT age 25 and under. Saturdays 7-9 PM 
at GLCCE, email yuyedm@hotmail.com, or 
visit yuyouth@tripod.com 


radio 

Gaywire Lesbian, gay and bisexual news, 
interviews and music. Thursdays 6-7 PM on 
CJSR 88.5 FM. 

Sonic Sisters Women’s music hosted by Cori 
Brewster Tuesdays 7-8 PM on CJSR 88.5 FM. 


develop a management plan, identify new 
publications, improve efficiency. Contact 
Betty at 983-3252 or bkellner@telusplanet.net 
Book Club starting the last Wed in Jan. Let’s 
share our thoughts on lesbian fiction—from 
Audré Lorde to Ivan E. Coyote. We can drink 
coffee and chat too! Call Kim at 423-0760. 
Ann’s DJ Music Services. All occasions, good 
selection, reasonable rates. Call 488-5990, or 
909-0399 or dj_ann@shaw.ca 

Beef the way it should taste! Extra lean ground 
Alberta beef. For more info or to order call 
Bernice 450-5228 or kadatz@arc.ab.ca 
announcements 

Is drinking a problem? A.A. can help! 424- 
5900. Drugs a problem? Cocaine Anonymous 
can help! 425-2715 

messages 

To JD: Never stop believing in magic! S 

Big K: What's 


microscopes? :) 


better than chocolate 


H: Thank the talking pineapple for me...xox 


womonspace jantary 2003 


Dear Dr. Dyke, 
I love my new gf more than anything, 


but she wants to have an open 
relationship. I'm afraid I'm a little too 
old fashioned for that, and I have a 
really hard time thinking about her 
with another woman. But I should try, 
right? Is there anything I can do to 
hold on to her? 

Signed, Porsche Boxster S 
Dear PBS, 
Dr. Dyke is a little old school too, and 
would like to offer you a spanking for 
thinking it’s wrong to have your own 
values! In the same way that you don’t 
like Melissa Etheridge, you don’t want 
the love of your life sticking her tongue 
down anyone else’s throat. Perfectly 
reasonable. It’s not like you’re asking 
her to forsake her Melissa Etheridge 
collection, or put her socks inside the 
laundry hamper instead of beside it. 
You have to love yourself the most, 
and respect that everyone is different. 
As heartbreaking as it sounds, some- 
times two people who really love each 
other can not live happily ever after, 
because they don’t share the same 
values. If there’s one thing that Dr. Dyke 
keeps learning again and again and 
again, it’s that you can’t change people. 
Get a strong sense of who you are, stay 
true to that, and be clear with your gf. 
And if all else fails, try getting 
pregnant, buying another pet, fake an 
illness or buy a house together! 


THE ‘DOCTOR’ IS IN! 


Send your questions to the 


relationship/life/sex/home improvement 
dyke expert! 


Write to doctordyke69@hotmail.com 


womonspace jantary 2003 


Dear Dr. Dyke, 
An old ex of mine has 
recently moved to town, 
and thinks it’s just fine to 
be good buddies. The only 
problem is, my partner is 
really the jealous type, and 
truthfully, ’'m not 100% sure what 
this ex has in mind. I feel pretty torn 
about it, and don’t want to hurt 
anyone. Advice? 

Signed, Audi TT Coupe 
Dear ALC, 
Well, first off, better buy yourself a 
HUGE fire extinguisher, because when 
an old flame is sparking up, who can 
resist playing with fire? And if your gf 
is the jealous type, all the better! Be sure 
to stock up on a few sticks of dynamite 
too, or at least some fireworks...are you 
getting the drift of where this is going? 
A lot of dykes are friends with their exes, 
and yes, things get complicated—we’re 
lesbians! Complication is our hobby! As 
long as healthy boundaries are estab- 
lished, there shouldn’t be a problem. 
Women often connect on an intimate 
level very quickly, and we get confused, 
and sleep with women who would prob- 
ably have made better friends. While it 
is difficult to go back once you’ve seen 
each other naked, a lot of dykes manage 
to do it. Now, if your ex is swimming 
around you like the croc that got 
Captain Hook’s hand and forever wants 
the rest, change the batteries in your 
smoke detector! Show your gf a little 
respect and stay clear of the ex until 
the message is clear—to everyone. But 
if you’re bored and could use a little 
more drama in your life, then by all 
means, go ahead and stage that 
threesome to break the ice! 
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Annual Membership Drive in effect from Jan 1-April 19th. Renew your 
’ membership and be entered in the draw for a very, VERY, cool, but so far: 
mysterious prize. We don’t want to build it up too much, but it’ll be better 
than five Superbowls. Join for the first time, or renew for the next year! 


Ce 


womens pace _ membership form 
(Confidentiality Assured) 

Name(s) 

Address 

City Postal Code 

Phone E-mail 

12 month membership fee: 


$15/single or $25/couple (with one newsletter) 
$15/associate (Friends of Womonspace; newsletter only) 


Cheque or money order payable to: Womonspace, Box 128 Main P.O., Edmonton, Alberta 
T5J 3K4 Phone: (780) 482-1794 (low income available) 


[) New Member QO) Renewal Q) Associate 
I would like to be a volunteer 
Please mail my newsletter to my home Total Enclosed: 
I will pick up the newsletter at dances and events $ 


I would not like to be a volunteer at dances and events 


S/S) a) el 1a 


I would like to receive a copy of the Womonspace Constitution 


